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—
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message from the chair
Greetings from Rolla, Missouri! I am especially pleased  
to introduce this latest copy of Common Ground, your 
department’s magazine that highlights some of the  
wonderful accomplishments of our students. Whether  
engaging in mind-bending design competitions or  
bringing clean water to the people of the world, our  
students are making a definite, positive impact on our 
global society. I know you will enjoy reading about their 
many exploits in the pages that follow.
 
Also, ladies and gentlemen, the Civil Engineering  
Phonathon is just around the corner! Thanks to the 
continuing participation of so many of our alumni we have 
been able to provide a record number of scholarships to 
our students and to support many important research 
and teaching activities in this great department. My sincere and heartfelt thanks to all of 
you who participated last year and in years past — the support you have provided has 
helped make us a powerful force in civil, architectural, and environmental engineering 
research and education! And, it is enabling us to move forward to the vision we have laid 
out for us in our new Strategic Plan. (View the plan online at care.mst.edu.)
 
Your gifts and generosity will help ensure that your department continues to sustain 
a high level of excellence in teaching and in research for future generations of civil, 
architectural and environmental engineering students. Some of your gifts are used for 
undergraduate scholarships and graduate fellowships to recruit and retain outstanding 
students. Others provide funds that help recruit and retain outstanding faculty members 
as well. Alumni gifts also help our student organizations participation in regional and 
national design competitions (concrete canoe, steel bridge, solar house, etc.) and help 
sponsor student participation at national engineering and leadership development  
conferences. Still other gifts support lectures by visiting civil engineering professionals 
and field trips by students that enrich their classroom learning experiences. Your gifts 
also provide the flexibility the department needs to meet unforeseen challenges  
and to take advantage of opportunities as they arise. Modernizing and maintaining  
laboratory equipment and computer facilities will forever remain a challenge as we  
endeavor to educate our students using equipment and software they are likely to  
encounter in professional engineering practice.
 
Many of you worked on the Phonathon during your student days, so you know the kind 
of effort it takes. Along with making a pledge, please take time to talk with the caller.  
Our students always appreciate your encouragement and any career guidance you are 
able to offer them. With your help and support, we will continue to grow this department 
to be one of the most successful and distinguished engineering departments in the 
country. Any amount you give will be appreciated, and most importantly, you will make  
a positive difference in the lives of our students!
 
Thank you for your continuing loyalty and generosity. If you are able to make it back  
to campus during Homecoming (or at any time), please stop in for a visit …  
we’d love to see you!
William P. Schonberg 
Professor and Chair
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Throughout life 
there are many 
memorable firsts. Your 
first birthday, first sleepover, 
or first car. The firsts in life are often the 
most unforgettable moments because they 
mark some of the 
greatest times in 
your life. In college 
you have some of 
your most notable 
firsts. You know 
these firsts by heart 
because they mark 
a unique challenge, 
an achievement or 
an important point 
in your life. The firsts you have at college are some of the most 
memorable because you are finally on your own and are figuring 
out who you are, and what you want to do with the rest of your life. 
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Randi 
Cory
First time you realized  
what kind of an engineer  
you wanted to be
I realized that I wanted to be BOTH a civil and  
an architectural engineer after joining the  
Steel Bridge Design Team and talking to several 
of the team members about their experiences. 
 —
First day on campus
My first day on campus was during O-Week. 
Both staff and students were extremely  
welcoming and helpful, and I knew it was  
where I wanted to attend immediately. 
 —
First major exam
Chem 1 final. When finals week the first  
semester of my freshmen year rolled around,  
I realized I would have to know the material 
from ALL FOUR tests for the final. 
 —
First travel experience
I joined Miner Challenge Alternative Spring 
Break Program because I love to volunteer and 
help others. I was given the opportunity to 
travel to various towns in Colorado and offer  
assistance to those affected by the flood.  
This trip helped me realize what I wanted to  
do with my degree and meet other people,  
like me, who wanted to make a difference.  
 —
First Rolla adventure
One of my friends has a soft-top Jeep and on 
a gorgeous and sunny afternoon we took off 
the top and decided to see the area outside of 
Rolla. We started off going up the highway and 
then thought that taking the back roads would 
be even better. As we left a trail of dust behind 
us, my friends and I never stopped smiling or 
laughing that entire time. We finished up the 
adventure with pizza and ice cream.








Hometown: St. Louis, Missouri
First job choice or dream job
My dream job is to become one of the 
head officials at the Department of  
Transportation anywhere in the nation.
—
First day on campus
My first day on the campus at S&T was  
June 6, 2010, for the Minority Intro to  
Technology and Engineering (MITE)  
summer camp right before my senior  
year of high school.
 —
First time you realized  
what kind of an engineer  
you wanted to be
I realized I wanted to be a civil engineer  
when I was shown how the transportation 
industry relates to civil engineering.  
Ever since I was a kid, I studied maps  




My first Rolla adventure was going to  
Doughnut King at 2 a.m. to get their fresh 
doughnuts after a long night of studying.
 —
First major exam
Chemistry Nomenclatures during the  
2011 Hit the Ground Running (HGR)  
Program. This was the moment I realized 




Photos by Sam O'Keefe
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While any college student has alot of firsts, one of our master’s students 
took her first trip overseas this summer. Melissa Buechlein traveled 
to Hong Kong University to give an air pollution presentation along with 
environmental engineering professor Dr. Glenn Morrison. Here are a few of 
her firsts from the trip. 
a first international experience
First transaction
I was excited to attend my first air  
pollution conference in Hong Kong.   
I quickly booked my hotel and flight.  
As the trip drew near, I thought I had  
been scammed and wouldn’t have a  
plane to get on or a hotel room once  
I got there, however, my only slight  
issue was a credit card failure. Luckily,  
Dr. Morrison was there to save the day!
 —
First overnight stay
I had the best fried rice the first night  
and slept soundly on the hard “mattress”  
that is common in Hong Kong. I had  
issues figuring out how to work the  
air conditioning. They required the  
room card to stay in a slot by the door.
 —
First day in Hong Kong
The next day we walked around the 
sauna-like city admiring the tall buildings 
and getting acquainted with Hong Kong 
University, where the conference was held.  
Then I decided to brave the rooftop pool 
and spend the afternoon reading, working 
on my presentation and cooling off.






Hometown: St. Louis, Missouri
—
First lost tourist moment
The second day we went to the top of the 
Victoria Peak and walked around.  There were 
shops and large amounts of tropical trees. 
The original plan was to hike it, but after 
walking around like lost tourists, we opted to 
use the train that went straight up the side 
of the mountain. The view from the top was 
amazing! We walked around until it started 
raining and then I was thankful we hadn’t 
gone on the hike.   
  —
First international presentation
I have never done anything more terrifying 
than present at a conference where everyone 
was speaking decades of education over my 
head. I also have never practiced more on a 
presentation. Thankfully, Dr. Morrison kept 
my morale up by nodding at my presentation 
and smiling. Then when the questions came, 
he gracefully stepped in to help.
  —
First time near the Pacific Ocean 
One day we took off early and rode a ferry 
to Lamma Island. Once there, we walked the 
two sidewalks in search of a beach. I think 
there were supposed to be roads because 
mule-like vehicles also used them. We found 
two beaches, one was covered in litter with a 
great view of the power plant. I dutifully stuck 
my toe in the water, since it was my first time 
that close to the Pacific Ocean. I was blissfully 
unaware of how close to death I really was 
until Dr. Morrison told me about the large  
spiders that were in the trees above our 
heads. I probably would’ve died if I saw the 
spiders that were the size of my face.
 —
First “real” cuisine
The last night in Hong Kong I went to dinner 
with Dr. Morrison and a few of his friends.  
They were all very friendly and took us to a 
restaurant that had “real” food. I say  “real”  
food because after eating at the vegetarian 
restaurant and having something slimy and 
similarly tasting every day, I can’t call it food. 
It was really just slime that they put over rice. 
 —
First street party in Hong Kong
I met up with other students from the  
conference to go downtown to this street 
lined with bars. Every ground-floor building 
was a bar or a 711 with music so loud people 
just gathered like a large mob in the center of 
the street. It was like a St. Pat’s frat party — 
IN THE STREET — just because it was a Friday 
night. It was pretty entertaining!
“Real” Fo
od
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It’s not about the boat, the water tank,  
the house or the bridge. It’s about  
the process.  
The DESIGN process. 
Students tackle complex projects by first assembling and organizing a  
dedicated group of their peers. Technical design, marketing, fundraising,  
material testing, manufacturing, logistics and then proving the product  
works as designed.
Miner design team members learn to communicate with their customers,  
both internal and external. Internal customers are their fellow team members 
who depend on each other to get the data they need to do the job. External 
customers need to know if their demands are going to be met — such as  
schedule, performance and budget. 
These same requirements exist in any multidisciplinary organization,  
so when our students leave Missouri S&T, they have already had some  
on-the-job training.
Turn the page and learn more about four teams that draw their members  
from the civil, architectural and environmental engineering department. ›
student design  
& experiential  
learning center
common ground | care.mst.edu  9
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Concrete canoe races are a fun way to  
prove your design works.
S&T’s 2014 boat, The Mother Rowed,   
was proof that you can “get your  
kicks on Route 66!” 
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concrete canoe
There’s not much of a market for concrete canoes.  
They’re heavy, surprisingly delicate and difficult to maneuver. 















There is, however, a strong market  
for the young engineer who :
•  works as part of a diverse team
•  adapts materials to  
new applications
• handles unexpected problems
•  analyzes failure and  
overcomes challenges
•  applies these skills to meeting  
the needs of the employer and  
client alike
The real world needs a young engineer 
who, when a customer presents an  
unusual design requirement, thinks  
back to his or her concrete canoe days 
and says, “No problem. I’ve done stuff 
like this before!”
Design competitions are just that:  
designs. The tests, presentations and 
races are there to prove the product  
works as intended.    
Photos by Bob Phelan
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Bringing infrastructure engineering solutions to  
remote communities in Central and South America 
EWB defined its goals and took  
action in 2014. 
The Honduras team traveled to  
Santiago and implemented  
another chlorination system,  
effectively treating all the source 
water in the community. They‘re  
currently working on a design to 
bring water to an elevated part of  
the community and creating design 
alternatives to give the whole  
community a more reliable  
water supply.
The Nahualate, Guatemala, team 
monitored the construction of  
their newly elevated water tank.  
They created a plan for the pressure 
break tank and finished up  
manuals and education plans.  
Things are moving right along with 
the water tower contract and  
prepping the foundation.
Students traveled to Tachachia, 
Bolivia, and installed a potable water 
system that provided access to safe 
drinking water for the Andean  
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the current water transportation  
project’s status and the progress 
that the community has made toward 
routing water from a nearby spring  
to its storage tanks.
The Los Eucaliptos, Bolivia, team 
scouted locations to drill a new well, 
continued to monitor current erosion 
control barriers and assessed areas 
at risk for flooding. Students worked 
to educate and train the local  
community to eventually pass  
responsibility of the distribution  
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solar house
The American housing stock must change.
S&T students learn: 
•  that a home is a living, breathing 
structure that has a life cycle of 
maintenance, operating costs and 
changes as both the occupant  
and the house age
•  how the occupant and technology 
interact with the customers’ 
lifelong needs
•  what to look for when they  
buy their first home.
The Nest Home
2015
Photos by Bob Phelan
Through five solar homes in 12 years, 
S&T students have designed and  
built a variety of housing and  
energy-related systems to make the 
American lifestyle more sustainable.
These homes are a campus living  
laboratory that continue to measure  
the long-term viability of each design. 
Prototype systems that show the  
most promise over time are refined  
for use in future solar homes.
The Nest Home, S&T’s 2015 entry into  
the U.S. Department of Energy Solar  
Decathlon, repurposes shipping  
containers into an economical living  
environment. This starter home can be  
expanded by adding more containers  
as the occupants’ needs grow. 
This concept can also be pre-positioned 
as a deployable relief asset in case of 
natural emergencies.
Standardized or repurposed structures 
generate less construction waste  





Energy Balance:  100.000
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Photo by Bob Phelan
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steel bridge
Speed, economy, strength, value and 
aesthetics are critical components of  
any bridge repair or replacement, and 
that’s exactly how the ASCE steel bridge 
competition is judged.
Each Steel Bridge Team “bids” on a  
hypothetical bridge contract on which  
the customer sets the rules, size and 
strength requirements and any design 
restrictions. Students design, build, test 
and rehearse to make sure the bridge  
can be assembled quickly, safely and  
efficiently. And can carry the load.
Time is money, so the bridge must be 
built quickly. Scoring is done in dollars, 
and the lowest calculated cost wins  
the “contract.” The Miners used a heavy, 
but simple structure to handily win the  
Mid-Continent Student Conference at 
Oklahoma State University and qualify  
for nationals.  
Practice, practice and more practice 
trimmed the Miners’ assembly time by  
an astounding 20 percent, to help them 
earn 34th place in the country.
America’s transportation infrastructure  
is the nerve center of the nation’s  
economy. It needs help, but replacing  
a bridge can disrupt this vital network. 
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Have you recently 
been promoted, 
gotten married 
or given birth to 
a future Miner? 
We want 





email your news to: 
alumni@mst.edu
alumni news
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l1940s
Robert J. “Bob” Kemper, CE’49: “Joan 
passed away Jan. 27, 2013. We were  
married 66 years.”
l1950s
Gerald Bellis, CE’51: “I was the second 
president of Chi Epsilon at MSM.”
Melih Durusan, MS CE’50: “I live in 
Istanbul, Turkey, with my wife, daughter 
and grandson. I retired from Mobil Oil 
Turk Co. after 30 years. I am happy  
I can still communicate with one of my 
classmates in the U.S. Thanks to the  
Miner Alumni Association for its efforts  
to keep us informed about S&T news.”
Arthur G. Gore, CE’50: “Still enjoy  
retirement. Just walk slower.”
John F. Kirse Jr., CE’58, reported he was 
getting ready for the Missouri deer archery 
season in October.
Nicholas Schurick, CE’53: “I am  
enjoying my retirement, keeping busy 
with my granddaughters Jacquelin and 
Elizabeth — 15 and 12. I’m grooming 
them to be Miners.”
l1960s
Dave Bufalo, CE’66, wrote an article 
about his GTO that was published in  
the February 2013 issue of The Legends,  
the monthly newsletter of the GTO  
Association of America.
Edward G. David, CE’63: “I enjoyed the 
Golden Alumni Reunion. The program 
was outstanding and the staff was more 
than helpful.”
Don J. Gunther, CE’60, was appointed 
to the board of directors of Pernix Group 
Inc., a global construction and power 
infrastructure company.
Wayne C. Harvey, CE’69, was named 
general counsel for Alpha Phi Alpha  
Fraternity Inc. An active member of 
the St. Louis graduate chapter, Epsilon 
Lambda, Harvey serves on the fraternity’s 
national board of directors and runs the 
law firm Wayne C. Harvey and Associates. 
He also mentors younger members of the 
organization.
William E. Mathews, CE’61: “We 
continued with our Space A Adventures 
(military flights) in 2012. Our March  
trip was to both of our father’s locations  
during the wars. We visited many towns 
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in the Normandy, France, area, where 
Judy’s father was stationed in World  
War II. We found his quarters in  
Charleville-Mezieres, France. We also  
visited Oudenaarde, Belgium, and  
Flanders Field, where my dad served  
toward the end of World War I, in 1918.”
John F. Merritt, CE’61: “I celebrated  
my 75th birthday on Feb. 8, 2013.  
My wonderful wife went to heaven  
on Sept. 23, 2011.”
Bob Saxer, CE’61, MS CE’62: “I’m a 
member of local Experimental Aircraft  
Association Chapter 241 in DeKalb, Ill., 
and I’m helping a friend build a Van’s 
RV9A airplane. Two years down and  
another to go. We’re taking a good,  
low-time engine from an older Beech 
Musketeer and this puppy should cruise 
at 180 mph.”
John Wiesenmeyer, CE’69: “I’ve retired 
to the Table Rock Lake area for fishing  
and boating.”
l1970s
David D. Beardsley, CE’70: “I retired  
in 2012 after six years with the old  
McDonnell Douglas Corp. as a co-op  
student and employee, followed by a  
40-year career in bridge design and  
inspection with Sverdrup and Parcel/ 
Jacobs Engineering in St. Louis. I now 
spend time playing with my four  
grandkids, playing the oboe in two  
community symphonic orchestras and  
doing volunteer work at the National
Museum of Transport in Kirkwood, Mo.”
Kevin Bodenhamer, CE’78: “My wife, 
Mary, and I relocated back to Tulsa for  
the fourth time in June when I began 
working for Willbros Engineering as  
vice president and chief engineer —  
pipelines. In September, I was elected 
fellow in ASME for my 20-plus years of 
involvement with the B31 pipeline codes  
 
and my 35-plus year career in the gas and 
liquid pipeline industry.”
Gary Johns, CE’70, retired Nov. 1 as vice 
president and manager of construction  
estimating with Teichert Construction 
after 36 years with the company.
Jim McCaffrey, CE’70, is a history  
professor at the University of  
Houston-Downtown. His latest book,  
Going for Broke: Japanese American Soldiers 
in the War Against Nazi Germany, was 
recently published by the University of  
Oklahoma Press.
Pat McCown, CE’74, was profiled in the 
Aug. 9 issue of the Kansas City Business 
Journal. He is CEO of McCownGordon 
Construction LLC, one of the largest  
commercial construction firms in the 
Kansas City region.
Larry J. Oliver, CE’70, MS CE’76,  
MS EMgt’83: “Doing well in Tucson,  
Ariz. Inducted into the 2012 class of  
the Academy of Miner Athletics on  
Oct. 12, 2012.”
Walter Schamel III, CE’70: “I have  
retired from my second career as  
training manager for Airline Transport  
Professionals in Jacksonville, Fla.”
(Mehmet) Nihat Taner, MS CE’73, lives 
in his hometown of Mersin, Turkey, where 
his wife, Bahar, is a professor at Mersin 
University and he is director of a  
manufacturing company. His company’s 
clientele includes Nooter/Eriksen Inc.  
“It is always nice to find out that some 
of the people at Nooter were students at 
Rolla at the same time as I was.”
l1980s
Mark Alan Cook, CE’83: “I told the 
young engineering student that called to 
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and adapt. S&T prepares us well for  
that. I’m always learning new technical 
things. Some days I am buried with  
administrative paperwork, other days 
standing in the mud with an inspector 
looking at construction issues. They don’t 
call when things are peachy. So the civil 
engineering journey is an adventure.”
Dean P. Heneghan, CE’80, reported that 
he, his late father (Sherald Heneghan, 
ME’43) and his daughter (Bernadette 
Heneghan, CE’13) graduated during  
different school names — MSM, UMR  
and Missouri S&T.
Jeffrey Litherland, CE’86: recently 
celebrated five years of service at Hanson 
Professional Services Inc. He is a senior 
aviation engineer in Hanson’s Carbondale, 
Ill., office.
l1990s
Mike Atkinson, CE’94, was appointed 
vice president for Allgeier, Martin and 
Associates Inc., an engineering firm with 
offices in Joplin, Mo., and Rolla.
Christian Cook, CE’95, was promoted  
to lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army.  
After serving as commander of a medical 
evacuation company, he became deputy 
director of the Army’s Aeromedical  
Research Laboratory (USAARL).
Donald Hills, CE’98, is a senior  
construction inspector for the Missouri 
Department of Transportation and lives 
with his family in Van Buren, Mo. He and 
his wife, Kerri, had a girl, Natalie Jo, on 
Jan. 23, 2013. She joins sisters Mallory, 7, 
and Cassidy, 3.
Kristy Yates, CE’96, joined the Jefferson 
County (Mo.) public works department
as deputy director in August.
Sarah Young, CE’94, spent 10 years with 
Engineering Ministries International. She 
is now technical advisor for water and 
sanitation at Living Water International in 
Houston.
l2000s
Chris Barnes, MetE’06, and Kerrie 
(Weinkein) Barnes, CE’06, had a girl, 
Hannah Grace, on Jan. 4, 2013.  
Grandfathers are Craig Barnes, ME’78, 
and Daryl Weinkein, CE’77, and aunt is 
Katie Weinkein, EMgt’03, MS EMgt’04.
Jim Driscoll, CE’07, and his wife,  
Kate, had a girl, Lucy Shannon, on  
Sept. 8, 2013.
Nicholas Edelman, CE’02, joined the 
city of Osage Beach, Mo., as its public 
works director. He and his wife, Karina, 
have a 17-year-old daughter and a  
2-year-old son.
Robert D. Hotz II, CE’07, MS CE’08, 
married Stephanie Coulter on April 13, 
2013, in Edwardsville, Ill.
Louis Jearls III, EMgt’04, MS SysE’07,  
MS ME’10, and Erin (Wohlrab) Jearls, 
CE’03, had a girl, Evalynn Marie, on  
July 26, 2012.
Erin Kemper, CE’02, MS CE’06,  
was promoted to assistant director of  
environmental services for the city  
of Springfield, Mo.
Shakeel Mhaskar, MS CE’01, was  
promoted to associate at Thornton  
Tomasetti’s Kansas City, Mo., office.
Garrett Prestegard, EnvE’07, and 
Meagan (Boyd) Prestegard, EnvE’06, 
had a girl, Eleanor May, on Jan. 31, 2012.
(continued on the next page)
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Gavin N. Risley, EnvE, MS EnvE’10,  
is a licensed professional engineer and  
certified floodplain manager for the state 
of Illinois. He is a staff engineer in the 
water resources department at Klingner 
and Associates P.C.
Gaurav Sharma, MS EE’08, and  
Sushmita (Dhakal) Sharma, MS CE’08, 
had a girl, Eva, on Jan. 24, 2013.
Paul Simon, CE’02, MS CE’04, and 
Sarah (Hellmann) Simon, CE’03, had a 
boy, Eli David, on Feb. 29, 2012. He joins 
sister River, 5.
Cameron J. Sloan, ArchE’05, and  
Emily (Speorl) Sloan, Chem’08, had a 
girl, Ella Songkum, on April 5, 2013.
Kandi (Wieberg) Spraggs, CE’08, MS 
CE’10, former S&T softball standout,  
was inducted into the Great Lakes Valley  
Conference’s Hall of Fame this spring. 
She is the first Miner to be chosen for 
the honor since Missouri S&T joined the 
GLVC in 2005.
Steve L. Stack, CE’02: “I moved to  
St. James, Mo., and work at Integrity 
Engineering in Rolla. I also had a son, 
Snyder Lucas Stack.”
l2010s
Jess Hartter, EE’10, and Taylor Cox, 
CE’10, were married on Sept. 29, 2012,  
at the Missouri Botanical Garden in  
St. Louis. They honeymooned in Kauai 
and live in Lee’s Summit, Mo.
Lauren Svoboda, Arch, CE’12, joined 
Hanson Professional Services Inc. in 
Springfield, Ill., as an engineer intern in 
the firm’s power and industry market.
distance.mst.edu Education that fits.
Civil Engineering  |  Environmental Engineering 
Online Graduate
Degrees + Certificates
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1940s
Roland “Sid” Burberry, CE’42  
(Jan. 14, 2013)
Arthur Keith Cook, CE’42, was a  
member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity  
and played for the Miner football and 
basketball teams. He retired in 1998  
as manufacturing manager for Aldila,  
a sports equipment manufacturing  
company in California. (Jan. 12, 2013)
1950s
Luther B. “Luke” Auguston, CE’53  
(June 6, 2013)
Eugene A. Bartels, CE’50, was a member 
of Tau Beta Pi and a charter member of 
Chi Epsilon. He worked for the Missouri 
Department of Transportation for  
37 years, retiring as surveys and plans 
engineer. (Dec. 30, 2012)
C. Parker “Punch” Bennett, CE’54, 
served two years as a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Army in Germany and spent most  
of his career with the Missouri State 
Highway Department (now MoDOT), 
retiring in 1988. Mr. Bennett was a guard 
on the Miner football team, where he 
earned his nickname for becoming 
“punch drunk” while playing on the line. 
He earned the MIAA Football  
Conference Sportsmanship of the  
Year Award, lived in Jackling Gym, was 
student manager of the Miner basketball 
team, and was a member of the  
Engineers’ Club. (Sept. 14, 2012)
Lucien M. “Lu” Bolon Jr., CE’59, was a 
former member of the Miner Alumni 
Association board of directors. He also 
served as president of the Academy 
of Civil Engineers and the Kansas City 
Alumni Section. Mr. Bolon worked for 
the Federal Highway Administration  
for 28 years as a professional engineer. 
He was a member of S&T’s Order of  
the Golden Shillelagh and the Jackling 
Jocks, and in 2005 received the Robert V. 
Wolf Alumni Service Award. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Lucien M. Bolon Jr. Endowed Scholarship 
at Missouri S&T by visiting give.mst.edu. 
(April 1, 2013)
Karl H. Dunn, CE, MS CE’58  
(Nov. 6, 2012)
Roger A. Krueger, CE’54 (May 16, 2013)
Gregory V. Menke, CE’52, served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II in the  
occupation of Japan. He was a member 
of Phi Kappa Theta fraternity and  
retired from Granite City Steel as  
superintendent of the blast furnace  
and primary operations in 1993.  
(April 23, 2012)
Joseph F. Reichert, CE’59, held master’s 
degrees in civil engineering and public 
administration. He retired as assistant 
to the Kansas City, Mo., city engineer. 
He was a member of the Miner Alumni 
Association board and a leader in the 
Kansas City Section. (Feb. 4, 2013)
Richard E. Schwab, CE’50 (Feb. 5, 2013)
1960s
William L. Baumgartner, CE’62  
(Dec. 21, 2012)
Charlie L. Blalock, CE’60 (May 7, 2013)
In memoriam
(continued on the next page)
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B. Jack Choat, CE’63 (Feb. 16, 2013)
Jon A. Crabtree, CE’66, worked at  
Caterpillar Inc. for 32 years before 
retiring in 1998. During retirement he 
enjoyed spending time with family and 
playing golf, fishing and tennis.  
(June 21, 2013)
Ronald E. Halbach, CE’65  
(Nov. 18, 2012)
Michael W. Hammond, CE’62  
(May 23, 2013)
Donald W. Loncarich, CE’61,  
(Nov. 1, 2012)
Michael S. Manier, CE’69 (May 2, 2013)
John E. Thompson, MS CE’69, spent his 
career with Oriental Consultants Co. 
Ltd., headquartered in Tokyo, where he 
designed and built infrastructure for 
developing nations. While working in Iraq, 
he was one of the civilians held hostage 
by Saddam Hussein and later freed by 
President George H.W. Bush. At S&T, 
he was a member of Delta Sigma Phi 
fraternity and was on the track team. 
(Sept. 25, 2012)
1970s
Gary Bullock, CE’71 (Feb. 10, 2013)
S. John Calise, CE’79, MS CE’81  
(July 19, 2013)
Frank F. Follmer Jr., CE’72  
(Oct. 24, 2012)
Michael R. Kesler, CE’70 (Nov. 16, 2012)
1980s
Randall Kent Brown, CE’83  
(March 9, 2013)
1990s




Andrew Paul Menner passed 
away on Nov. 20, 2012.  
He was a senior in civil and 
architectural engineering from 
Ellisville, Mo., and was a member 
of Sigma Nu fraternity.
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vision  2020
Help make a difference.
Through research and innovative solutions to real-world 
problems, civil, architectural and environmental engineers 
constantly re-invent the processes, structures and  
materials that are part of our daily lives. 
Tradition, collaboration, diversity, excellence — these are the values we instill  
in the students who will walk out our doors and into research labs and workplaces  
of the nation’s corporations, government agencies and universities.
■  YOU can help prepare globally  
“street ready” engineers by:
Committing to providing internship and  
co-op positions for our students.
■  YOU can help attract and retain  
premier talent at all levels by:
Giving to an endowed fund as a part of the  
Faculty Excellence Award Program or as part of  
the Graduate Student Fellowship Program.
■  YOU can help provide unique and 
modern facilities and experiences by: 
Supporting the creation of the Advanced Construction  
Materials Lab (ACML), a planned expansion of  
Butler-Carlton Hall.
Your investment will help provide lessons of a lifetime 
that will change a student’s perspective forever. 
For more information about supporting the needs of Vision 2020,  
contact your department’s chair, Bill Schonberg, at 573-341-4787  
or email him at wschon@mst.edu.
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Email us your news: care@mst.edu
Miner Phonathon begins Sept. 29 and 
c ntinues throughout the fall semester.
phonathon.mst.edu
Find out what’s new on campus 
during this year’s phonathon.
Get a Miner upgrade! 
